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Zechariah, Elizabeth, and John 
A story based on Luke 1:5–25, 68–79

Long ago, in the land of Judah, there lived a priest named 
Zechariah (zeh-kuh-RYE-uh). Zechariah was married to 
Elizabeth. Zechariah and Elizabeth loved God and lived 
in God’s way. But they were sad. They did not have any 
children. 

One day, Zechariah was praying in the temple (a temple is 
like a church). He looked and saw what seemed to be an 
angel with a special message! Zechariah was very surprised! 

“Don’t be afraid,” Zechariah heard. “You and Elizabeth will 
have a baby! You will call the baby John. John will be a great 
prophet and help people to live in God’s ways.” 

What a surprising message. 

Zechariah didn’t believe this was possible. Zechariah knew 
that he and Elizabeth were too old to have children. Zech-
ariah became speechless! He couldn’t say anything! Not one 
word! Not one sound! Not one squeak! 

What a surprise!

When Zechariah walked outside, people could see he was 
excited, but he still couldn’t talk! What a surprise!

After a time, Elizabeth and Zechariah did have a baby. They 
were very happy. Soon it was time to choose a name. Every-
one thought that the baby would be called Zechariah like 
his father. 

“No,” Elizabeth said, “The baby’s name is John.” 

When friends and relatives heard that the baby would be 
called John, they said to one another, 

“What a surprise!”

Zechariah was still speechless, so he took a pen and wrote, 
“The baby’s name is John.” And suddenly Zechariah could 
speak. 

What a surprise! 

God gave Zechariah a special message to speak that day. 
Holding the baby in his arms, Zechariah began to sing. 

You, my little child, will be called a prophet of God.
You will tell the good news of God’s love.
You will help the people to welcome God’s chosen one. 
God’s love will shine on us, and we will learn peace. 

Paper Angel
Zechariah looked and saw what seemed to be an angel. The 
angel had a special message.

Make a paper plate angel to help you tell the story about 
Zechariah, Elizabeth, and baby John.

Materials
• Paper plate
• Scissors 
• Stapler
• Markers and pencils

1. Draw cutting lines on the paper plate. 

2. Cut along the marked lines and 
 round off the arms and head. 

3. Decorate the angel.

4. Connect edges of the skirt and 
 secure with a staple. 

5. Flatten crimped edges of the wings 

6. Bend the wings back and 
 the head forward slightly. 

7. Tell the story of Zechariah, Elizabeth, and John. 
 Or use the angel to announce other good news.
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A World of Peace
Zechariah sang, “God’s love will shine on us, and we will 
learn peace.”
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Zechariah sang, “God’s love will 
shine on us, and we will learn 
peace.”

Decorate the picture, as you think 
of ways we can show God’s love 
and God’s way of peace.

A World of Peace

activity

Decorate the picture, as you think of ways to show God’s 
love, and God’s way of peace.


